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to when Mount Clemens was little more than
a settlement in the wilderness of Michigan.
The preachers were known as circuit riders
because they traveled by horseback through-
out the region serving the various churches.
These preachers were like a pony express to
the faithful, serving as a vital link to the pio-
neer families by delivering the word of God.

From the very beginning, the founders of
the First United Methodist Church of Mount
Clemens were committed to seeing the emo-
tional, educational, and spiritual needs of the
community fulfilled. The commitment of the cir-
cuit riders and the faithful who used their
homes as a place of worship helped meet
needs too often neglected in the secular
world.

The link between First United Methodist and
the development of the Mount Clemens com-
munity were and still remain evident to this
day. Before the public library was established,
the church library served the readers of the
wilderness community. Judge Christian
Clemens, for whom the city is named, often
used his log court house to host church serv-
ices. Today, the congregation has been assist-
ing in projects such as McREST, the program
for feeding and housing the homeless, and a
newly developed program called Logos which
emphasizes involving young people from the
community in church related events. I com-
mend the congregation for their ongoing work
and faith.

The 175th anniversary of the founding of the
church is a proud milestone. As the commu-
nity prepares to celebrate the event, I applaud
the church for its contributions to the rich tap-
estry that makes up American life in Michigan.
I urge my colleagues to join with me in wish-
ing congratulations to all the members of the
First United Methodist Church of Mount
Clemens, MI. May the next 175 years be a
continued fruitful ministry.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to those who have coordinated
a friendship seminar in Delhi, India. On Feb-
ruary 12, 1995, the Federation of Indian Asso-
ciations of New Jersey will hold the Indo-
American Friendship Seminar. This federation
is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, social and edu-
cational organization, committed to promoting
mutual understanding and cooperation be-
tween the United States and India.

The fact that so many people are coming to-
gether in one place to promote harmony is a
step in the right direction toward maintaining a
positive relationship between the United
States and India. I commend everyone who is
taking part in this special seminar. I especially
would like to thank those who have worked to
coordinate it. Their dedication to making this
event happen is encouraging and admirable.

I would like to acknowledge Hardyal Singh,
president of the Federation of Indian Associa-
tions of New Jersey, for the role he has
played in coordinating this conference. Mr.
Singh has dedicated his career to serving the

Indian community in New Jersey. He was the
first Indian-American to be named a special
deputy sheriff of Hudson County, and was
successful in his campaign to have the Indian
national flag raised at Jersey City city hall. Mr.
Singh’s contributions to the Indian community
also include the role he played in renaming
public school No. 23 to Mahatma Gandhi
School and was instrumental in having a stat-
ue of Gandhi installed at this site.

S. Beant Singh, chief minister of Punjab
State, a recipient of the Son of India Award,
deserves recognition for the part he has
played in making this conference happen. I
would like to offer him my congratulations for
his efforts to bring peace to Punjab State.

Please join me in wishing the participants of
the Indo-American Friendship Seminar a suc-
cessful conference. I am confident that all of
the attendees, as well as all Indians and
Americans, will reap the benefits of the discus-
sions which will be held at the seminar. Fur-
thermore, I would like to offer my best wishes
to the Federation of the Indian Associations of
New Jersey in their future endeavors.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to acknowledge the Dallas Me-
morial Center for Holocaust Studies, in co-
operation with the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council, the Anti-Defamation League, the
Greater Dallas Community of Churches, and
the Greater Dallas Veterans Council, for their
work in putting together an event for the entire
Dallas community celebrating and honoring
the 50th anniversary of those heroic individ-
uals who participated in the liberation of con-
centration camps during World War II. This
tribute to these fine individuals will occur on
February 12 at the Preston Hollow Pres-
byterian Church in Dallas.

This event will most certainly rekindle
memories of the worst atrocity in contem-
porary history and is a historical milestone that
should be deeply praised. It is only through
this type of continual recognition of those
atrocities of the past and the heroism that
stopped it that we can work to prevent such
inhumanity from occurring in the future. We
must remember both that while there will al-
ways be those who would commit horrendous
acts against humanity, it is up to all of us to
stand up and stop them. We must make cer-
tain that similar atrocities to those committed
in concentration camps never do happen
again. We need not look far to see that all
around the world we are confronted by barba-
rism. We cannot ever allow ourselves to forget
what terrible atrocities can occur if acts of bar-
barism are allowed to progress.

Again, I commend those involved with put-
ting together this important event of remem-
brance.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, last night we
kept our promise to the American people and
passed a balanced budget amendment. For
years, the liberal controlled Congress acted
like wild kids in a candy store. They thought
every proposed government program looked
tasty and grabbed them all. Now, the Nation is
left with one huge fiscal stomach ache.

The new Republican controlled Congress
provided the remedy last night. A balanced
budget amendment will impose discipline on
the indulgent habits of Congress. It will fun-
damentally change the way government
works.

We are working hard to strip the shelves of
those sweet temptations. We have a mandate
from the American people—a commitment to
work for less government, less spending, and
less regulation. A balanced budget will work
toward restoring the people’s government.
This is only the beginning. Now, we will con-
tinue to reject big government status quo by
passing unfunded mandates legislation.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to the attention of my colleagues an
article written by a great American and a great
friend named Col. Bernard Wray. Colonel
Wray has spent his entire career advocating
the needs of America’s soldiers, both active
and retired. In this article, Colonel Wray writes
about the 50th anniversary of the passage of
the GI bill of rights. I salute Colonel Wray for
his commitment to America’s military, and
urge my colleagues to read his account of the
passage of this landmark legislation.
UNITED-MANHATTAN POST NO. 9 AMERICAN LE-

GION SALUTES THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PASSAGE OF THE GI BILL OF RIGHTS

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944, commonly known as the GI Bill of
Rights, was signed by President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt on June 22, 1944, in his of-
fice in the White House, flanked by Legion-
naires John Stelle, former Governor of Illi-
nois, and Commander Harry W. Colmery of
Kansas, who drafted the GI Bill of Rights in
December, 1943.

The American Legion Posts at the Grass
Roots level, from all over the USA, de-
manded that Congress should provide for re-
turning Veterans, unlike the dark days after
World War I, when thousands of war veterans
returned, homeless and helpless, with few
places to turn for help. The American Legion
rank-and-file members around the 48 states
demanded a GI Bill, which was drafted en-
tirely by the American Legion.

The GI Bill of Rights proved to be the most
revolutionary piece of social and economic
legislation ever enacted! It has educated
over 20 million GI’s, men and women Veter-
ans, who served their Country with honor. It
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